
THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFSETS: GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET 
(GPO) and WINDFALL ELIMINATION PROVISION (WEP) 
 

Government Pension Offset (GPO)  
 
Present law prevents federal, state and local government retirees (who were first eligible to retire 
in December 1982 and later) from collecting both a government annuity based on their own work 
and Social Security benefits based on their spouse's work record. This law provides that two-
thirds of the government annuity offsets whatever Social Security benefits would be payable to 
the retired government worker as a spouse (wife, husband, widow, etc.). A federal retiree with a 
monthly annuity of $900 and no Social Security coverage of her own would receive a greatly 
reduced widow’s benefit from the program on the death of her husband as a result of GPO.  
 
Example: The husband, a private-sector retiree, received a $1,100 monthly Social Security 
benefit. A spouse who worked in the private sector would be entitled to receive this entire $1,100 
per month benefit. However, because the widow is a federal annuitant, she will receive only $500 
a month from Social Security, since two-thirds of her own $900 annuity -- $600 – offsets the 
$1,100.  
 
The Government Pension Offset most drastically affects low-income widows. There are 
approximately 401,200 beneficiaries currently affected by the GPO.  
 
Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP)  
 
The Social Security Amendments of 1983 include a provision that greatly reduces the social 
security benefit of a retired or disabled worker who also receives a federal, state or local 
government annuity based on his/her own earnings. It applies to anyone who becomes 62 (or 
disabled) after 1985 and becomes eligible for his/her government annuity after 1985. Congress 
provided for a five-year phase-in on the reduction so that the maximum effect would not be felt 
until 1990.  
 
Example: The individual worked 30 years as a federal employee under the Civil Service 
Retirement System (CSRS) but earned Social Security from other jobs. This worker will suffer a 
reduction in Social Security benefits due to the WEP, and can lose up to $355 ($4,260 per year) 
of Social Security in 2008.  
 
There are approximately 971,300 beneficiaries currently affected by the WEP.  
 
Action Requested: NARFE asks that you cosponsor and support committee action on H.R. 82, 
introduced by Rep. Howard Berman (staff contact: Stephanie Williamson x5-4695) and S. 206, 
introduced by Senator Dianne Feinstein (staff contact: Ahmad Thomas x4-3841), legislation to 
eliminate both the GPO and WEP. 


