
California State Federation of Chapters 
National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association

2009 CONVENTION, Concord CA 
 

DAY 3 - SUNDAY – MAY 3, 2009 
 
The convention was called to order at 9:00 by Convention Chairman H. Ray Harrington, 
CSFC President. Ray continued by introducing a Moment of Silent Prayer, and the Pledge 
of Allegiance, led by Forney Lundy, Past Region VIII National Vice President,from Salinas 
Chapter #1496. Singing of “God Bless America” was led by Fil Fong and accompanied by 
Mildred Fong 
 
State Senator Mark DeSaulnie, representing the 7th Senate District, which includes most of 
Contra Costa County, and a former mayor of Concord, spoke about the state financial 
situation. The 2/3 super majority requirement is the major cause of the problem (in his 
opinion). He explained what the six propositions do to rearrange money. Half the problems 
caused by global recession; other caused by initiatives that control spending. Legislator 
limited by the requirements of passed initiatives. Programs and taxes can be cut by a simple 
majority; increases require super (2/3) majority. People need to have more respect for 
government institutions. Need to reform initiate process and change the requirement of 
super majority. Will work with Sen. Tom McClintock (Rep) who agrees with him. Will get 
some help from the stimulus package but not enough. We cannot fix California’s systemic 
problems unless we change the initiative process and the super majority rule. 
 
Barbara Johnson, a NARFE Member, who is District Director for NARFE’s good friend 
Congressman George Miller (CA-7), here in Concord, brings us greetings from 
Congressman. She discussed the economy. Next years budget will improve many issues. 
Health care reform is a major issue. Need to control costs and make it affordable. The 
stimulus package is very comprehensive and Rep. Miller is enthusiastic about it. Will help 
education, recycling programs, infrastructure and health care. More info is available at 
www.recovery.com . 
 
Vivian Nathanson, Credentials Chair, gave the Credentials Committee Final Report, (as of 
5 PM yesterday): 
279 delegates registered 
25 delegates at large 
3 alternate delegates 
2 national officers 
11 visitors/guests  
Minus 24 delegates at large serving as chapter delegates 
296 TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE REGISTERED 
67 of 96 chapters represented by delegates 
29 chapters represented by proxy 
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(total 96 of 96 chapters represented) 
15 members of Executive Board 
10 Past Presidents 
1083 potential votes present 
Members voted approval of report 
 
Carl Bailey, of the Ventura County Chapter #190, presented the NARFE-NET Coordinator 
Report. He sent out numerous mass e-mailings for the CSFC president to all members on 
GEMS. Of the 25,720 Chapter members, only 3,875 (approx. 15%) are on GEMS. Carl also 
assists the Federation Secretary with the Federation printing and bulk mailing needs. He 
also maintains the F-7 database. He also reported that only 19% of the federation members 
are on dues withholding, and offered to sign people up for $10 instant cash, and he would 
take care of the paperwork. In his spare time Carl is also Treasurer of Ventura County 
Chapter 190 and maintains the Chapter membership/mailing database. 
 
Werner Gumpert, Federation Web Master, who also serves as the Federation Treasurer, 
reported. He said that he has made the CSFC web site more intuitive. He has a site map and 
a search function. Every web site is different, because there are no standards. Chapters can 
send him things for the web site, and if appropriate he will add them. 
 
Delphine Tobias, Chair of the Nominating Committee reported on the District Vice 
President Elections held last evening. Elected as DVPs: 
I Bob Davidson 
II Charlie Mattis 
III Lenore Manak 
IV  Fil Fong 
V Dee Shallenberger 
VI Mary Jo Smith 
VII Lea Zajac 
VIII Norm McCracken 
IX Judy Mayora 
X Karen Baird 
 
Lou Burgelin, National Bylaws Committee Chair of Vallejo Chapter #16, reported on 
NBL-01.   
NBL-01, National Convention Delegates, Chap. 0587, Art VI, Sect. 2a, National Delegates: 
change from 1 delegate per 50 chapter members to 1 delegate per 25 chapter members, to 
allow more attendees to be able to vote instead of being alternates. Resolution was adopted. 
 
Dick Millington, Past Region VIII Field Vice President of Chico Chapter #1245, Chair, 
General Resolutions Committee, reported that the one resolution, GEN-01 was resolved by 
State Legislation committee yesterday and adopted. 
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Mary Venerable, Southwest Riverside County Chapter #478, Chair of the Service 
Committee, and National Service Officer of the Year, reported. She publishes the quarterly 
Service Officer Newsletter. They are posted on the CSFC website. Chapters should get the 
Q & A book for the service officers. Chapter presidents must make service officers aware 
of all duties, and should download her newsletters and provide them to their service 
officers. Announced Federation 2009 Service Office of the Year Award to Lester Knott 397 
Livermore. He is also a candidate for Region VIII and National 
 
Bob Davidson II, Palomar Chapter 455, Active Employee Liaison, discussed matters 
applicable to FERS. Legislation going forward to allow contributions to Thrift Savings 
Plan for new employees, and to allow ROTH IRAs. Credit of sick leave for retirement 
preferable to FERS Flu. The “Do Not Mail” list would hurt the Post Office, already in 
trouble. He talked about the Post Office doing “Green” things. FERS have IRS limit of TSP 
$17,500, $5,000 catch –up extra if over age 50. 
 
Ann McCraw,  Saddleback Valley Chap. 1689, Chair, Ballots & Tellers, gave us voting 
instructions for the 2011 convention site.. 
 
When we reconvened after lunch, NARFE PAC Chair Ken Boffin, CSFC Past President, of 
Elkhorn Chapter #1680, reported. At the convention, he distributed 41 NARFE PAC pins, 
collecting over $1,000 for NARFE-PAC.  Nationally, NARFE supported 272 candidates. 
Supported 239 incumbents, 230 won.  Supported 19 in Open Seats, 15 won. Supported 12 
challengers, 7 won. In Calif., 4507 members raised $113,000. In Calif., NARFE supported 
32 incumbents, all won. Supported 1 open seat, but lost. Three Chapters were recognized 
for their contributions: San Diego, San Luis Obisbo, San Mateo. So far Calif members have 
contributed over $7,000 this year. Chapters need to continue support for NARFE PAC. 
 
Ray Richetti, FEEA Chair, Napa County Chapter #281, and Region VIII Past National 
Field Vice President, was not present but provided a report to Ray Harrington. FEEA 
distributed six scholarships in Region 8. During the fires last year, one person received 
assistance.  
 
Ann McCraw, Ballots & Teller’s Chair, reported Election Results for the 20011 convention 
site. The winner was the Hilton Ontario, almost unanimously.  
 
OPEN FORUM – Dick Ostergren, Dan Adcock, Helen Zajac, Andy Morgen, and H. Ray 
Harrington (Moderator) formed a panel to repond to member questions. 
 
What are actual dates for 2011 Convention?  Convention period will be April 14 – 20, 
2011.  The convention will occur on April16, 17, and 18. 
 
How about preparing a new “What has NARFE done lately?”  New 2009 version F-122 is 
available for download, even newer one being prepared. 
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How long has Dan Adcock been with NARFE?  Since 1993, legislative director for 1 year, 
trained by Judy Parks. 
 
Which State Senator spoke this morning?  Mark DeSaulnie. 
 
Is NARFE taking a position on revising the State Constitution? Chapters are welcome to 
submit resolutions to make changes. 
 
Fed. Retirees need good publicity. Does media know about our support of Alheimer’s and 
FEEA?  Dan Adcock said yes. 
 
How to emphasize Points to Ponder to new leaders and members? Look on CSFC web site 
for them. They are a rich source of material.  
 
Is it required to submit a 999N even if there is no income? Dick Ostergren said yes. 
 
A 104 year old member can’t pay dues. Should she have been notified previously that she 
could have had free membership. It’s up to the chapter, not NATIONAL. Most members 
don’t give NARFE their birthday. Dick Ostergren will help resolve. 
 
Why is dues renewal sent 2 months ahead? It’s sent out early, then again at the time of 
renewal, then when late. 
 
If dues referendum passes, will there be per-capata? If it passes, Executive Board will 
analyse and determine if needed. 
 
Is it possible to have the agenda more than a week before the convention?  Will try to do as 
best as possible, but things change. But the basic structure of the convention will likely be 
the same as this one. It was noted from the floor that first timers need the info, they don’t 
have the background of previous conventions. 
 
Why doesn’t HQ arrange for automatic pay into NARFE PAC similar to postal workers? 
It’s up to OPM, it’s political, would be difficult. Post office has different pay office. 
 
Before the ballot for the resolution is passed, will there be specific instructions on how to 
do the voting?  Dick Ostergren said it’s up to the chapters.  And how do we decide how to 
divide the split ballot? It’s also up to the chapter. 
 
Anytime we have a politician tell us something, can we get in writing to hold him 
accountable? Good idea. 
 
Why can’t OPM do withholding for retirees for Combined federal Campaign?  No clue. 

 4



 
Prop 1A affect seniors, is there a NARFE position? No, become informed on your own, 
vote your preference. 
 
Is there someway to incorporate a worship service before the convention? Never did, won’t 
start now. 
 
How about a show of hands for the dues referendum?  Looked favorable by about 85%. 
 
Unfinished Business. – suggestion box contents to Ray for executive board  consideration. 
 
New Business - none 
 
Good of the Federation: Helen Zajac made a 60th anniversary certificate to Ray from 
Margaret Baptiste and Helen Zajac. She also made presentations to Vallejo Chapter #16, 60 
years; Long Beach #21, 60 years; Oceanside #706, 50 years; Lakewood Chapter # 2025, 25 
years. 
 
Helen recognized Ray Harrington with a certificate for two years as Federation President. 
 
Ray conducted a Hall of Fame ceremony, inducting three new members, recognized for 
their support of NARFE. 

Emile Duvernay, Palm Springs Chapter #0587 
Werner Gumpert, Mount Diablo Chapter #0531 
Walter Hunt, Los Angeles Chapter #0003 

Other nominees, Forney Lundy, Salinas Chap., William Patton, Mt. Baldy Chap., Vaudis 
Pennell, San Bernadino Chap., George Roy, Long Beach Chap., Mary Jo Smith, Hangtown 
Chap., Leota Tucker , Mariposa Chap., Lea Zajac, Vallejo Chap.,  
 
Courtesy Resolutions –  
To Fil Fong, Lea Zajac, and Paul Andrews, and their committees, chapters, and districts, 
for all their work expended running the convention. 
Also recognition of the honored guests, speakers, and hotel management for their 
convention support. 
 
Recognition with certificates those not previously recognized: timekeepers, chief sergeant-
at-arms and staff. 
Recognized all the convention committee. See Delegate Roster Book (hot pink book) 
Closing Remarks – Ray commented about his golden two years as CSFC President, 
thanked many. 
 
Ways and Means: After the 50/50 and other smaller prizes were awarded, the main raffle 
prizes were awarded. 
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$1,000 George Bardwil, Chap. 465 
$500 Pat Fuendeling, Chap. 52 
$250 John Narog, Chap. 1266 
$100 San Diego Chap. 4 
$100 M. Lucero, Chap. 188 
$50 Edward Jahn, Chap. 4 
 
3:58 PM Adjourn—Sine die (without fixing a day for future action or meeting) 
 
Daily Summary prepared by Tony Pizza, President Chapter 
190.
 
If you have any inquiries on this GEMS message please contact me at 
hrayharrington@yahoo.com 
 
H. Ray Harrington 
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